
 
While Liz Kinne-
berg’s feet are an 
average size, her 
retirement from 
the High Desert 
Humane Society 
Board of Directors 

has left some mighty big shoes to 
fill.  Her exemplary 16 years of ser-
vice have included terms of Secretary 
and Treasurer as well as work on pet 
calendar ad sales, fundraising for the 
current shelter building construction, 
the newsletter, and annual yard 
sales.  She also has contributed sub-
stantially to the success of the many 
specific HDHS fundraisers, i.e., St 
Paddy’s Pet Party, K-9 Kapers, Puttin 
On the Dog, Magnificent Mutt Strutts, 
and Critter Country at Ft Cobre. 

 

Staunch lovers of animals, Liz and 
husband Dave Kinneberg have rescued 
four pit bulls.  The latest, Georgia, was 
adopted from HDHS. 
Liz says that dealing with people who 
have a love of animals is very reward-
ing.  She feels the only remedy for the 
shelter’s ongoing overpopulation 
problem (too many unclaimed cats and 
dogs) is to “get a handle on spaying 
and neutering” via financial assistance 
and the continuing need to educate the 
public. 
Liz Kinneberg’s enthusiasm, willing-
ness and valued capabilities will be 
missed greatly by both her four-legged 
and two-legged friends at the HDHS. 
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LIGHTS, CAMERA,  ACTION!!!!! 
 

January 2009 was the birth of the show “Animal Control” on CATS TV. The show begins with 
Sherwood Nance, Silver City ACO, singing the animal control song.  Victoria York, coordinator 
and interviewer,  draws the audience’s interest  by summarizing what the day’s episode is about.  
Victoria’s interview questions are thorough, leaving the audience satisfied that their questions 
have been answered.  Behind the scenes, Ed Conley, professional Video Producer Director, vol-
unteers his time and camera equipment, taping both the Animal Control Show and High Desert 
Humane Society’s pet adoptions.   Ed also edits the film giving the professional touches before 
the show hits the airwaves. Occasionally Buddy Howard, Grant County ACO, joins Sherwood to 
address the many aspects of animal control such as  animal cruelty, animal ordinance issues  and 
other topics that are experienced out in the field.  They also have been known to perform the 
famous “Animal Control Officers” dance!!!  The show not only covers animal control topics but 
also highlights pet owners in the community and interviews veterinarians, wildlife rehabilitators 
and other individuals who offer informative information involving domestic and wild animals.     

Left to Right:  Ed Conley, Victoria York with Daisy, Buddy Howard, Sherwood Nance 

Liz Kinneberg 
Emeritus Member 
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 Every morning the washing machine at the shelter begins its daily duty of cleaning 
all the blankets and towels that serve as doggie and kitty beds.  A few months ago 
the tired machine went down. Grant Gose of American Laundry, in addition to 
countless hours on the phone and behind the machine trying to get it going, had his 
Laundromat assist in the daily burden of  washing close to 400 lbs of laundry. The 
shelter staff, exhausted from numerous trips to the mat, supported the idea of a sec-
ond washing machine.  Although the new industrial machine at $5000 made a deep 
cut in the financial pockets of the shelter, the importance of providing clean and 
sanitary bedding to the critters is now a bit easier 

It is told that when animals pass 
on they go to rainbow bridge, 
renewed and happy.  All the 
animals that we have cared for 
in our lives wait for us on rain-
bow bridge and greet us with 
excitement, love and happiness.  
Animal lover Sam Conn, must 
have had quite a greeting when 
he rode his horse off into the 
sunset and traveled into the 
heavens, crossing rainbow 
bridge.   

  
I remember meeting Sam for the first time when he ar-
rived at our shelter looking for a blue heeler that he had 
dreamt about.  We looked at a couple of heelers that were  
up for adoption, but neither one was the dog he had visu-
alized.  Seeing the disappointment in his eyes, I told him 
about a rottweiler that we had named “Beef Cake”.  A 
little hesitant Sam replied, “sure, let’s see him”.   It was 
love at first sight!!! Beef Cake came bounding out of the 
kennel, Sam knelt down to greet him and Sam received a 
huge kiss from the rottweiler.  From the twinkle in Sam’s 
eyes, and the affection he was receiving from Beef Cake, 
I knew this dog had a new home.    

A few months later Sam had taken a turn for the worst 
but still kept his dynamic personality.  I had contacted 
him about possibly writing an article for the High De-
sert Humane Society.  Sam apologized that he was on 
sick leave, but he did tell me that he asked the report-
ers at the Silver City Sun News to do whatever we 
needed to help the animals at our shelter.   
 
So many people in the community have been touched 
by Sam Conn with his passion for cowboy reporting 
and a love for domestic animals.  Victoria York met 
Sam over nine years ago when she  began volunteer-
ing for the High Desert Humane Society.  Sam had 
invited her to help him with the Pet Photo Shoots, 
which developed into a team for the yearly project.   
Victoria stated that  “Sam was a true professional, 
especially when it came to animals and their photo-
graphs.  He was such an endearing character– loving 
and loveable!!” 
 
Sam Conn, cowboy reporter and supporter of the High 
Desert Humane Society, you will be dearly missed.    

SAM CONN 
COWBOY AND A FRIEND OF ANIMALS  



Boarder Patrol Explorers arrived at our shelter to do a day of com-
munity service as part of their training.   
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Tom Johnson , painted a beautiful tribute for all the animals at 
our shelter during Christmas.  His wife Nancy accompanied 
Tom during the presentation.    
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HDHS won First Place in the  Lighted Christmas Parade 
for  “Theme Creativity”   

 
Riding on the float were Leah Laughlin, Heather Carr with 
her children Logan, Andee, Shawn  and  our mascot 
Snoopy!!!!  Pulling the float were Ray & Bonnie Davis 
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Annual Magnificent Mutt Strutt!! 
 

The annual Magnificent Mutt Strutt was held on November 
15, 2009.  We had 36 participants who walked their dog or 
one of our shelter dogs.    

Ginger Masoner’s Class from Harrison Schmitt Ele-
mentary visits HDHS with goodies for our dogs and 
cats.   Students also introduced our dogs who were 
waiting to be adopted on CATS TV!!!!! 

Ms. Mary Billing’s class at Western New Mexico Univer-
sity were so touched by the lecture from Ray Davis and 
Sheriff Mike Burns concerning animal cruelty that they 
raised funds for the program “First Strike”.  
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